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Why did he laugh when he saw the "Stop me and
buy one" boys In their sailor suits with H.M.S.
Horatio on their hat ribbons? And cyclists who
had no lamps and carried a live wick in a paper
bag; Rosa said it was dangerous^ but Stephen
said it was perfect*
Perfect! That was another thing. He said " Isn't
that perfect!" when they passed the Clean Head
Wig Company 5 but he could not have meant it,
because he laughed when he said it, and what was
there to laugh at in a sensible name like that?
His sudden anger was as puzzling as his sudden
laughter. He seemed to dislike most what Rosa
liked and admired best of all, what she thought
everybody must like and admire. He thought
Lepri's, which to Rosa was paradise, rather
dreadful; he did not like Shirley Temple3 and
he asked Rosa to take off her bangles, one dozen
that her godfather had given her. He could not
bear bangles, not even Blanche's, which she wore
one on each sooty little wrist.
"But mine are gold/' said Rosa,
"That makes it, if anything, worse/1
He corrected her for saying things that were
correct* "Not a smart dress^ Rosa, for God's sake/*
"Why do you say bee-hind, bee-fore?" "Say
tummy instead of stomach/*
He did not give her many presents, and when he
did they were always rare and precious to Mm,
with a meaning that usually had to be explained
to Rosa; he never gave her safe ordinary things, and
now she was afraid of not saying the right thing.